Farm and Weather Summary
Dallas Maxwell, superintendent
Farm Comments
Developments. The farm acquired a new weigh wagon for On-Farm studies and had extensive tiling work done at the Neely-Kinyon Farm. Donations received totaled more than $28,500 for both farms.
Field days and tours. The farms held four events with a total of 931 people attending the various field days, conferences, classes, and group tours. Among the farm events were the Wyffels Ag Career Day, IWCC and FFA soil judging contest, and a Weed Field Day led by Aaron Saeugling, extension crop specialist. Livestock. Winter snowfall was below normal. Temperatures were moderate with rain in December and January instead of snow. Muddy lots and ice were challenges in the feedlots.
Crop Season Comments
Corn planting was slightly delayed due to weather, but ended up being completed by early May. Harvest started late September with soybean struggling to dry due to the August precipitation and high humidity.
Yields were good with corn averaging 198 bushels/acre and soybean averaging 64 bushels/acre.
Weather Comments
Winter 2015-2016. Last winter seemed to get off to a slow start with an unusually warm December that included over 4.5 in. of rain. Temperatures returned to normal January-February, with approximately 14 in. of snowfall.
Spring 2016. Spring operations started mid-March thanks to favorable weather conditions. April-May conditions caused planting challenges as field working days were reduced due to rainfall events. The staff worked together efficiently and all corn was planted by May 7 and soybean by May 20.
Summer 2016. Except for a "mini" drought experienced June 1-19, rainfall was very favorable for the growing season. The growing season average temperature was 62.8 o F. 2016 recorded 17 days over 90 o F, which was more than double the amount of days over 90 o F in 2015. The Armstrong Farm recorded 11 in. more rain than the Neely-Kinyon Farm.
Fall 2016. October was tricky for harvest. The farm recorded almost 3 in. of rain in October. The soybean struggled to dry down due to late summer rainfall and high humidity during October. The favorable weather in November led to fall field work getting done in a timely fashion. The mention of firm names or trade products does not imply that they are endorsed over other firms or similar products not mentioned.
Armstrong Research and Demonstration Farm
53020 Hitchcock Avenue Lewis, IA 51544 712-769-2402
Directions: 11 miles southwest of Atlantic on Highway 6, then ½ mile south on M53 and ¾ mile east on gravel.
Directions to Neely-Kinyon Farm: from Greenfield and the intersection of Highways 92 and 25, go south 2 miles on Highway 25, ½ mile east and ¼ mile north.
